
LETTER OF BUDGET TRANSMITTAL

Date: 

To: 

January 28, 2021 

Division of Local Government 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 521 
Denver, Colorado 80203

Attached are the 2021 budget and budget message for HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT in Douglas County, Colorado, submitted pursuant to 
Section 29-1-113, C.R.S.  This budget was adopted on November 4, 2020.  If there 
are any questions on the budget, please contact  

Matt Urkoski, District Manager
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 

8390 E. Crescent Pkwy., Suite 300
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Telephone number:  (303) 265-7919
Matt.Urkoski@claconnect.com

I, Matt Urkoski, District Manager of the High Prairie Farms Metropolitan District, 
hereby certify that the attached is a true and correct copy of the 2021 budget.

By:___________________________
Matt Urkoski, District Manager



HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
Douglas County, Colorado 

RESOLUTION NO. 20- 
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CERTIFICATION



HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 

ANNUAL BUDGET 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021 



12/17/20

ACTUAL ESTIMATED BUDGET 
2019 2020 2021

BEGINNING FUND BALANCES 868,777$       822,305$       838,504$       

REVENUES
Property taxes 560,615         650,764         669,857         
Specific ownership tax 56,238           53,000           53,589           
Interest income 20,659           7,000             1,600             
CTF proceeds 13,341           10,000           10,000           
Reimbursed expenditures - Autumn Oaks Entrance -                     8,916             -                     
Reimbursed expenditures - Water District -                     40,000           -                     
Reimbursed expenditures - Mile High Flood District -                     10,000           10,000           
Other Revenue 415                6,519             1,000             

Total revenues 651,268         786,199         746,046         

Total funds available 1,520,045 1,608,504 1,584,550

EXPENDITURES
General and administrative 185,689         195,500         240,000         
Operations and maintenance 327,908         348,500         468,000         
Maintenance - As required 42,301           60,000           105,500         
Erosion repair and storm drainage - As required 107,070         45,000           85,000           
Capital Outlay 34,772           121,000         145,000         

Total expenditures 697,740         770,000         1,043,500

Total expenditures and transfers out 
requiring appropriation 697,740         770,000         1,043,500

ENDING FUND BALANCES 822,305$       838,504$       541,050$       

EMERGENCY RESERVE 19,200$         23,100$         21,800$         
WORKING CAPITAL 53,300           53,300           53,300           
CAPITAL REPLACEMENT - EQUIPMENT 270,000         290,000         310,000         
RESERVE FOR ROCKWALL 90,000           -                     -                     
FIRE MITIGATION -                     30,000           30,000           
TIMBERS CREEK IGA - FUTURE - -                     50,000           
FENCE REPLACEMENT - FUTURE -                     -                     35,000           
ENTRYWAY IRRIGATION - FUTURE -                     -                     10,000           
TOTAL RESERVE 432,500$       396,400$       510,100$       

No assurance provided. See summary of significant assumptions.
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12/17/20

ACTUAL ESTIMATED BUDGET 
2019 2020 2021

ASSESSED VALUATION
Residential 43,246,760$   47,985,440$  49,827,400$
Commercial 21,430            23,250           -                  
Agricultural 870                 1,070             1,070               
State assessed 435,000          439,700         577,900           
Vacant land 3,019,800       5,754,080      5,342,510        
Natural Resources 1,060              1,060             1,060               
Personal -                  25,710           71,470             

Certified Assessed Value 46,724,920$   54,230,310$  55,821,410$

MILL LEVY
General 12.000 12.000 12.000

Total mill levy 12.000 12.000 12.000

PROPERTY TAXES
General 560,699$        650,764$       669,857$         

Levied property taxes 560,699          650,764         669,857           
Adjustments to actual/rounding (84)                  -                 -                  

Budgeted property taxes 560,615$        650,764$       669,857$         

No assurance provided. See summary of significant assumptions.
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12/17/20

ACTUAL ESTIMATED BUDGET 
2019 2020 2021

BEGINNING FUND BALANCE 868,777$ 822,305$ 838,504$

REVENUES
Property taxes 560,615 650,764 669,857
Specific ownership tax 56,238 53,000 53,589
Interest income 20,659 7,000 1,600
CTF proceeds 13,341 10,000 10,000
Reimbursed expenditures - Autumn Oaks Entrance -                     8,916 -
Reimbursed expenditures - Water District -                     40,000 -
Reimbursed expenditures - Mile High Flood District -                     10,000 10,000
Other Revenue 415 6,519 1,000

Total revenues 651,268 786,199 746,046

Total funds available 1,520,045 1,608,504 1,584,550

EXPENDITURES
General and administrative

Accounting 61,196 75,000 78,000
Auditing 4,000 4,000 4,500
County Treasurer's fee 8,421 9,762 10,048
Directors' fees 6,100 6,500 12,000
Dues and licenses 891 921 1,000
Insurance and bonds 10,883 11,610 15,000
District management 20,019 24,000 24,000
Legal services 68,431 55,000 78,000
Miscellaneous 1,620 4,106 2,452
Records retention 2,313 1,500 5,000
Election expense - 101 -
Website and communication 1,815 3,000 5,000
Contingency - -                     5,000
Total General and administrative 185,689$ 195,500$ 240,000$

Operations and maintenance 
Building rent 500 500 500
Christmas lights 8,132 10,000 10,000
Maintenance - contract services - Will Travel Repair Service 62,212 7,000 -
Maintenance - contract services - Miller Land Management 136,060 190,000 201,000
Maintenance - chemicals and fertilizer 3,509 3,000 3,500
Maintenance - tree spraying and maintenance 39,500 39,500 50,000
Maintenance - equipment repairs and parts 5,950 7,000 10,000
Maintenance - wild fire and land mitigation - -                     30,000
Maintenance - fuel and oil 3,124 5,000 5,000
Maintenance - other 16,150 20,000 12,000
Maintenance - flowers - -                     13,000
Maintenance - sprinkler 3,898 3,000 8,000
Maintenance - weed spraying - 500 15,000
Maintenance - trails and sidewalks - -                     20,000
Security and traffic safety 885 -                     5,000
Sign maintenance 1,044 5,000 5,000
Utilities 6,610 8,000 8,000
Erosion control 7,708 5,000 10,000
Engineering - -                     10,000
Water 32,626 45,000 52,000
Total Operations and maintenance - Annual 327,908$ 348,500$ 468,000$

Maintenance - As required
Beautification - Entry way 33,077 5,000 5,000
Building - -                     2,500
Fence maintenance 655 500 3,000
Landscaping maintenance 2,882 10,000 15,000
Reserve study - -                     5,000
School District Property 5,687 10,000 10,000
Timbers Creek maintenance -                     10,000 10,000
Tree removal -                     24,500 5,000
Contingency - -                     50,000
Total Maintenance - As required 42,301$ 60,000$ 105,500$

Erosion repair and storm drainage - As required
Detention ponds & storm drainage 1,189 5,000 25,000
Storm drainage (including Engineering) 5,881 -                     10,000
Timbers Creek 100,000 40,000 -
Timbers Creek IGA - Future - -                     50,000
Total Erosion repair and storm drainage 107,070$ 45,000$ 85,000$

Capital Outlay
Entryway - Autumn Oaks 17,832 - -
Equipment purchase 16,940 46,000 20,000
Fountain pond and trees - -                     10,000
Mailboxes and landscape -                     10,000 10,000
Playground equipment replacement - -                     5,000
Rockwall -                     65,000 50,000
Maintenance building - -                     5,000
Fence Replacement - Future - -                     35,000
Entryway irrigation - Future - -                     10,000
Total Capital Outlay 34,772$ 121,000$ 145,000$

Total expenditures 697,740 770,000 1,043,500

Total expenditures and transfers out 
requiring appropriation 697,740 770,000 1,043,500

ENDING FUND BALANCE 822,305$ 838,504$ 541,050$

No assurance provided. See summary of significant assumptions.
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HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
2021 BUDGET 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS 

Services Provided

High Prairie Farms Metropolitan District (District), a quasi-municipal corporation and a political 
subdivision of the State of Colorado, was organized on May 5, 1986, and is governed pursuant to 
provisions of the Colorado Special District Act (Title 32, Article 1, Colorado Revised Statutes). The 
District’s service area is located in Douglas County, Colorado.  

The District was established to provide public services, including streets, safety protection, 
transportation and park and recreational facilities. No change in the level of service is anticipated during 
2021.

The District has no employees and all operations and administrative functions are contracted. 

The District prepares its budget on the modified accrual basis of accounting in accordance with the 
requirements of Colorado Revised Statutes C.R.S. 29-1-105 using its best estimates as of the date of 
the budget hearing. These estimates are based on expected conditions and its expected course of 
actions. The assumptions disclosed herein are those that the District believes are significant to the 
budget. There will usually be differences between the budget and actual results, because events and 
circumstances frequently do not occur as expected, and those differences may be material. 

Revenues

Property Taxes 

Property taxes are levied by the District’s Board of Directors. The levy is based on assessed valuations 
determined by the County Assessor generally as of January 1 of each year. The levy is normally set by 
December 15 by certification to the County Commissioners to put the tax lien on the individual 
properties as of January 1 of the following year. The County Treasurer collects the determined taxes 
during the ensuing calendar year. The taxes are payable by April or, if in equal installments, at the 
taxpayer’s election, in February and June. Delinquent taxpayers are notified in August and generally 
sales of the tax liens on delinquent properties are held in November or December. The County 
Treasurer remits the taxes collected monthly to the District. 

The calculation of the taxes levied is displayed on the Property Tax Summary page of the Budget at the 
adopted mill levy of 12.000 mills, which is the same as the 2019 levy for collection in 2020, as approved 
by the District’s voters at an election held in November 1996.  

Specific Ownership Taxes

Specific ownership taxes are set by the State and collected by the County Treasurer, primarily on 
vehicle licensing within the County as a whole. The specific ownership taxes are allocated by the 
County Treasurer to all taxing entities within the County. The budget assumes that the District’s share 
will be equal to approximately 8% of the property taxes collected by the General Fund. 

Net Investment Income

Interest earned on the District's available funds has been estimated based on an average interest rate 
of 0.20%. 



HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
2021 BUDGET 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ASSUMPTIONS

Revenues – (continued)

Conservation Trust Entitlement 

The District receives revenue from the State lottery on a per capita basis ratio. The revenue is restricted 
for certain costs related to parks and recreational activities under State statutes. The District anticipates 
incurring eligible expenditures to fully use this entitlement during the budget period. 

Expenditures
County Treasurer's Fees

County Treasurer's fees have been computed at 1.5% of property tax collections.

Administrative and Operating Expenditures

Most administrative and operating expenditures have been assumed to be at approximately the same
level since no significant changes are anticipated in the level of services provided.

Erosion Repair and Storm Drainage 

On December 13, 2017, the District entered into an agreement with Urban Drainage and Flood Control 
District and Douglas County to construct drainage and flood control improvements for Timbers Creek 
downstream of Fox Sparrow Road.

Timbers Creek - represents funding provided by the District in 2019 and 2020.

Timbers Creek IGA – Future - represents amounts that could possibly be provided in the future under
this agreement or other Timbers Creek maintenance needs.

Debt and Leases 

The District has no outstanding debt. The District has no capital or operating leases.

Reserves

Emergency Reserve

The District has provided for an Emergency Reserve fund equal to at least 3% of fiscal year spending
for 2021 as defined under TABOR.

Reserve Fund

The District considers any additional funds available at year-end reserved for future operations.

The District has set aside funds to be used for the future replacement of such capital items as fencing, 
landscaping, irrigation, and fire mitigation. A formal replacement reserve study has not been 
undertaken; and therefore, amounts accumulated may not be adequate to meet future needs.

This information is an integral part of the accompanying budget.





HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
Douglas County, Colorado 

RESOLUTION 20-

RESOLUTION TO SET MILL LEVIES



RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE TO SET MILL LEVIES - Con't.

CERTIFICATION



Page 1 of 4 DLG 70 (Rev.6/16) 

4330 County Tax Entity Code DOLA LGID/SID 18083/

CERTIFICATION OF TAX LEVIES for NON-SCHOOL Governments 

TO:  County Commissioners1 of  DOUGLAS COUNTY       , Colorado. 

On behalf of the  HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT     ,
(taxing entity)A

the  BOARD OF DIRECTORS     
(governing body)B

of the  HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT     
(local government)C

Hereby officially certifies the following mills 
to be levied against the taxing entity’s GROSS 
assessed valuation of: 

$ 55,821,410 
(GROSSD assessed valuation, Line 2 of the Certification of Valuation Form DLG 57E)

Note:  If the assessor certified a NET assessed valuation 
(AV) different than the GROSS AV due to a Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) AreaF the tax levies must be 
calculated using the NET AV.  The taxing entity’s total 
property tax revenue will be derived from the mill levy 
multiplied against the NET assessed valuation of: 

$   55,821,410 
(NETG assessed valuation, Line 4 of the Certification of Valuation Form DLG 57) 

USE VALUE FROM FINAL CERTIFICATION OF VALUATION PROVIDED 
BY ASSESSOR NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 10

Submitted: 12/03/20  for budget/fiscal year 2021 .
(no later than Dec. 15) (mm/dd/yyyy)  (yyyy) 

PURPOSE (see end notes for definitions and examples)  LEVY2  REVENUE2

 1. General Operating ExpensesH       12.000 mills $  669,857      

 2. <Minus> Temporary General Property Tax Credit/ 
Temporary Mill Levy Rate ReductionI <       > mills $ < >

SUBTOTAL FOR GENERAL OPERATING:      12.000 mills $      669,857

 3. General Obligation Bonds and InterestJ         mills $        

 4. Contractual ObligationsK        mills $        

 5. Capital ExpendituresL        mills $        

 6. Refunds/AbatementsM        mills $        

7. OtherN (specify):         mills $        

       mills $        

TOTAL: [Sum of General Operating 
Subtotal and Lines  3 to 7 ]      12.000 mills $  669,857

Contact person: 
(print) Paul Niedermuller

Daytime 
phone:  ( 303 ) 779-5710 

Signed: Title: Accountant for the District 

Include one copy of this tax entity’s completed form when filing the local government’s budget by January 31st, per 29-1-113 C.R.S., with the 
Division of Local Government (DLG), Room 521, 1313 Sherman Street, Denver, CO 80203.  Questions?  Call DLG at (303) 864-7720. 

1 If the taxing entity’s boundaries include more than one county, you must certify the levies to each county.  Use a separate form 
for each county and certify the same levies uniformly to each county per Article X, Section 3 of the Colorado Constitution. 
2 Levies must be rounded to three decimal places and revenue must be calculated from the total NET assessed valuation (Line 4 of 
Form DLG57 on the County Assessor’s FINAL certification of valuation).  



HIGH PRAIRIE FARMS METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
Douglas County, Colorado

RESOLUTION 20- 

RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE SUMS OF MONEY
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